
TOLLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Council Chambers 

Hicks Municipal Center 
Tolland, CT 06084 

 
REGULAR MEETING               7:30 – 10:00 P.M. 

AGENDA  
September 11, 2013 

 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
To represent education at its best, preparing each student for an ever-changing society, 
and becoming a full community of learning where excellence is achieved through each 

individual’s success. 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

   August 28, 2013 – Regular Meeting  
              
C.        PUBLIC PARTICIPATION    (2 minute limit) 
 The members of the Tolland Board of Education welcome members of the public 

to share their thoughts and ideas at this time.  When appropriate to do so, 
members of the Board and the administration may respond to comments during 
“Points of Information.”  However, in consideration of those in attendance and in 
an effort to proceed in a timely manner, follow-up discussion may need to take 
place outside of the meeting setting. 

 
D. POINTS OF INFORMATION 
 
E. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

 
F. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

F.1. Paraprofessional of the Year 
F.2. Teacher of the Year 
F.3. CMT/CAPT Scores – District Reference Group (DRG) Comparison 
F.4. Artificial Turf Field Dedication Ceremony 
F.5. Connecticut Supreme Court – On Circuit Program 
F.6. Cooperative Team Request – Ice Hockey 
F.7. Cooperative Team Request - Swimming 
   

G. COMMITTEE & LIAISON REPORTS 
 
H. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 



I. BOARD ACTION 
 
J. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  (2 minute limit) 
 Comments must be limited to items on this agenda. 
 
K.       POINTS OF INFORMATION 
 
L.       CORRESPONDENCE 

• Town Council Minutes from August 27, 2013 
• Celebrate Tolland – September 21, 2013 

 
M. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
   
O.  ADJOURNMENT 
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TOLLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Hicks Municipal Center 
Council Chambers 
Tolland, CT 06084 

 
REGULAR MEETING – August 28, 2013             
 
Members Present:  Mr. Andy Powell, Chair; Mr. Robert Pagoni, Vice Chair; Ms. Christine Vincent, 
Secretary; Mr. Frank Tantillo, Mr. Steve Clark, Mr. Thomas Frattaroli, Dr. Gayle Block, Mrs. Karen 
Kramer, and Mr. Joseph Sce 
 
Administrators Present:  Mr. William Guzman, Superintendent of Schools; Dr. Kathryn Eidson, Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction, Mrs. Jane Neel, Business Manager 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. 
 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 June 26, 2013 – Regular Meeting 
 Ms. Vincent motioned to approve the minutes of the June 26, 2013 Regular Meeting.  Dr. 

Block seconded the motion.  The following changes should be made:  none.  All were in 
favor.  None opposed.  None abstained.  Motion carried.   

 
 August 1, 2013 – Special Meeting 

Ms. Vincent motioned to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2013 Special Meeting.  Mr. 
Clark seconded the motion.  The following changes should be made:  none.  Mr. Powell, Ms. 
Vincent, Mr. Clark, Mr. Frattaroli, Dr. Block, and Mrs. Kramer were in favor.  None opposed.  
Mr. Pagoni and Mr. Tantillo abstained.  Motion carried. 

 
 August 14, 2013 – Special Meeting 

Ms. Vincent motioned to approve the minutes of the August 14, 2013 Special Meeting.  Dr. 
Block seconded the motion.  The following changes should be made:  none.  Mr. Powell, Ms. 
Vincent, Mr. Clark, Mr. Frattaroli, Dr. Block, and Mrs. Kramer were in favor.  None opposed.  
Mr. Pagoni and Mr. Tantillo abstained.  Motion carried. 

        
C.           PUBLIC PARTICIPATION    (2 minute limit)  

Ms. Karen Moran, 50 Merlot Way, expressed concern regarding the surplus equipment at the 
Parker School.  She inquired if it would be possible for the students in the marketing class at THS 
to manage a sale, possibly utilizing the gym, to generate money.      

 
D. POINTS OF INFORMATION  

Mr. Guzman, in response to Ms. Moran’s comment, explained that the Board has 
administratively gone out and tried to get information regarding cleaning the facility.  Much of 
the equipment was turned over to the Town which in turn gave it back over to the Board for 
disposal.  They are in the process of getting quotes.  He invited Ms. Moran to contact him so 
they could discuss her idea with Mr. Carroll before getting a vendor to empty the building.   
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A brief discussion regarding the equipment took place.  Mr. Guzman noted that some 
equipment had been identified by either the schools or the Town as items that could be used.  
Mr. Carroll confirmed that most of the equipment was transferred to those who submitted the 
request.  A few items remain which are being stored for interested parties until they have room 
for the equipment.  Mr. Carroll will ask that these be labeled again to ensure they are not 
erroneously disposed.  In terms of the senior housing grant, Ms. Bellody explained that the 
application has been resubmitted and they will continue to pursue the idea.  
 
A brief discussion regarding who is responsible for the Parker School building took place.  Mr. 
Pagoni noted that this discussion has been lingering for years.  The building belongs to the Town 
but was used by the Board.  Mr. Guzman will review the agreement and report back to the 
Board.   He explained that the Board is still involved because it still has materials and supplies in 
the building.  Mr. Powell added that anything that can be sold should be and quotes for cleaning 
the building need to be gathered.  This is something that the Finance and Facilities committee 
will look into.   
 
Mr. Pagoni expressed concern regarding the September 20th field dedication.  The Town Council 
and the Board of Education worked together on this but neither the Board, nor the school 
system, has anything to do with the event.  Everyone should share in the success and from what 
he has seen; the Board is not part of the planning.  He has only received an invitation to attend.  
Mr. Guzman responded they are still working on the logistics and the program and he believes 
there will be an opportunity for a representative from the Board to speak.  A brief discussion of 
who should speak at the event took place.  Two suggestions were Mr. Pagoni and Tolland High 
School Principal, Ms. Fox.  Ms. Bellody noted that the event is still in the planning stage and was 
sure that the Board and school would be able to participate.   Mr. Powell added that Tolland 
people, the Town Council and the Board of Education, should be celebrated at the event.   
 
Mr. Powell noted that the technology grant application to provide additional technology 
integration in the classrooms and to aid in the new testing has been submitted.    
 
Mr. Powell  noted that the Board received a grant from Community Conversations to help fund 
community conversations and to train the moderators.  A meeting will be held on September 
11th.  The grant was in the amount of $1,200 and will be used to set up community 
conversations going forward.   
 
Mr. Guzman requested that the Board add to the agenda the Honeywell ESCO Project 
Presentation.  Honeywell ESCO Project Presentation was added to the agenda as item F.1.a.   
 

E. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT  - None    
 

F. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 F.1.a Honeywell ESCO Project Presentation  

Mr. Guzman explained that the Town Council voted last night in the affirmative to go 
forward with the Honeywell ESCO project.  This motion was based on the support of the 
Board.  Ms. Doreen Hamilton from Honeywell introduced members from her team 
including the lead engineer as well as a representative from Celtic Engineering.   
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Ms. Hamilton explained that the team spent over a year in the facilities studying what 
could be done to upgrade facilities through both energy conservation measures and 
infrastructure renewal.  She provided an overview of two projects. 
 
Project 1 is over a term of 17 years.  Annually, the Town and Schools spend over $1.4M 
in utilities annually.  From this project, there would be energy and operational savings of 
$498k per year.  The utility company incentives are estimated to be $376k which 
excludes the comprehensive bonus.    
 
Project 2, which was approved by the Town Council, is over a term of 20 years.  
Annually, the Town and Schools spend over $1.4M in utilities annually.  From this 
project, there would be energy and operational savings of $573k per year; these are 
guaranteed savings.  The utility company incentives are estimated to be $376k which 
excludes the comprehensive bonus.   This project includes replacing the all-electric 
system at Tolland Intermediate School and a second geothermal system.   Mr. Powell 
clarified that the condensing units at Birch Grove and the change in the Parker heating 
unit are not included in this project.   
 
Mr. Powell explained that the Board is at the leading edge of doing this.  He is moving 
this to motion to go forward due to rising interest rates which will decrease the 
economic attractiveness of this endeavor.  This is a way of using guaranteed savings to 
pay for necessary infrastructure and will have a positive impact.  Further, it sets the 
stage for shared services for energy management.    
 
Dr. Block inquired as to why Birch Grove and Parker were not on the 20 year plan.  Ms. 
Hamilton explained that after doing the calculations, the savings would be low and the 
payback would be very long.  Mr. Powell added that the 20-year plan provides flexibility 
if something else needs attention.  Mr. Clark inquired what could be done if something 
better came along in those 20 years.  Ms. Hamilton explained that once a system is 
installed, it would be difficult to be change but it may be possible to make adjustments. 
 
Mr. Powell thanked the Honeywell team and Celtic Engineering for their assistance as 
well as Ms. Bellody and the Town team.  Everyone worked tirelessly including the Board 
team led by Mr. Carroll and Mr. White.  This is a win-win for Tolland.   
 
Ms. Vincent motioned to accept and endorse the resolution adopted by the Town 
Council and make it action item I.1.  Dr. Block seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  
None opposed.  None abstained.   

 
F.1. Primary Mental Health Grant Application   

Mr. Guzman noted that the Primary Mental Health Grant application was submitted to 
the state.  This is an application for $25,000.  The application was due a week ago but 
the state is allowing him to present this to the Board this evening.  In turn, Mr. Guzman 
would like this moved to action under item I.2.  Mr. Clark motioned to move this to 
action under item I.2.  Ms. Vincent seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  None 
opposed.  None abstained.  Motion carried.    
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F.2. Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) Energy Solar PV Program     
 Mr. Guzman explained that the application for the Connecticut Conference of 

Municipalities (CCM) Energy Solar PV Program was attached to the memo on this 
subject.  The handout that was presented to the Town Council was attached as well.  
The CCM is trying to get as many towns as possible to sign up for this program.  Further, 
attached was the agreement and resolution that once approved by the Town Council 
and the Board, allows the analysis to be done.  There is no obligation at this time.  The 
only commitment is allowing them to do the analysis.   

  
 Mr. Tantillo inquired as to how this fits into the investment grade audit.  Mr. White 

explained that these can mesh together well dependent on the timing.  It behooves 
them to have the analysis done.  Mr. Guzman added that Honeywell noted that this is 
not a competing program.  Mr. Sce asked why Honeywell did not consider PV.  Ms. 
Bellody explained that they did but there were other items that needed to be 
addressed.  Mr. White explained that this should be looked at as a funding mechanism.   

 
 Mr. Clark motioned to add the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) Energy 

Solar PV Program to item I.3.  Dr. Block seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  None 
opposed.  None abstained.  Motion carried. 

 
F.3. Connecticut Mastery Test Results – Spring 2013  

Dr. Eidson explained that the scores of Writing, Reading, and Science are quite good and 
reviewed the data.  The 6th grade math scores are the 9th highest in state, the 6th grade 
reading scores are the 7th highest in the state, the 7th grade math scores are the 4th 
highest in state, and the 8th grade math scores are the 3rd highest in the state.  Dr. 
Eidson noted that they are seeing the results of everyday math and the spiraling 
curriculum.    
 

F.4. Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) Results – Spring 2013 
Dr. Eidson noted that there are less DRG lines here because not all DRGs have high 
schools.    
 
The CAPT scores are all at or above the DRG and the scores are very high.  A variety of 
things have been done at the high school that contributes to this.  The CAPT Scholar 
Breakfast was initiated and is for those students who earn a 4 or better on all 4 areas.  
Additionally, there is a High 5 Group with student at the advanced level.  Further, there 
is a sophomore assembly with individual incentives for high scores and class-goal 
incentives. If juniors do not make goal, they need to retake it and if the sophomores did 
not make goal, they need to retake the exam as a junior.  Mr. Guzman added that the 
staff has been working very hard.  It is a good amount of work for the coordinators to 
get the information to the teachers and they and the staff need to focus on the 
standards and student achievement.   
 
Dr. Eidson noted that in social studies, they have been concentrating on the reading for 
information and graded writing prompts.  The math and language arts departments 
have done concentrated curriculum work.  Further, there has been intensive work in the 
middle school including tier 1 support, the homework club, reading and math 
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development programs for tier 2 students, a team that works with tier 3 students, and 
multiple other programs.   
 
At TIS, targeted instruction has been done.  There has been more small-group 
instruction and time spent with struggling readers.  Further, research-based 
intervention materials are being used.    
 
Dr. Eidson explained the five levels:  Advanced, Goal, Proficient, Basic, and Below Basic 
by discussing the vertical scale.   
 
The vertical scaled scores are converted into one of the five performance level scaled 
scores.  The vertical scaled score is used to view a student’s growth and make 
projections.  Each student has a vertical scaled score.     
 
Mr. Powell explained that students are taught to the standard, not to the test.  This can 
be seen in these results.  The students are doing very well because of the teachers, 
administration, and staff.  It is an amazing value for the Town and the job is being done 
right.   
 

F.5. School Improvement Goals – 2012-13 Results   
Each school adopts 3 SMART goals:  academic, climate, and response to intervention.  
The schools will develop a school improvement plan  that is aligned with teachers’ goals 
relative to the administration’s goals and the overall school’s goals.    
 
Mr. Guzman noted that the Board developed the Strategic Plan which includes academic 
improvement, communications with parents, safe school environment, and technology 
as part of the education program.  Those goals will be melded into the school 
improvement goals.  The principals are currently developing their plans which will be 
shared with the Board in October.  The plans will carry more significance than ever since 
they are now part of the teacher evaluation plan.   
 

F.6. Tolland Public Schools – Annual Report  
The annual report is on the website http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/ and outlines the 
following:  curriculum development, professional development, special education, 
educational technology, health services, budget summary, enrollment projections, 
personnel position summary, Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) results, and Connecticut 
Academic Performance Test (CAPT) results.  An audio/video presentation reviewing the 
last academic year will be uploaded to the website as well.    
 

F.7. Tuition Rates – 2013/2014 School Year  
Mr. Guzman reviewed the tuition rates which are based on actual expenditures during 
the prior school year plus a percentage increase to absorb any additional cost or 
changes due to student enrollment.   There are three charges:  regular education, the 
TALC program, and special education.    

 
F.8. Budget Accounts – Five (5) Year Analysis    

At the June meeting, there was a request for information on several accounts of the 
Board’s budget.  The attachment shows the 5-year budget history for three levels:  the 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/
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original Board of Education request, the approved budget request voted on by the 
citizens at referendum, and the year-end expenditures as were reported to the State 
Board of Education.  The review includes some of the larger accounts including:  health 
insurance, utilities, maintenance, custodial services, transportation, and salaries.    
 
Mr. Powell thanked Mr. Guzman for providing the information as well as his time, effort, 
and clarity.  There may be some questions after the Board members have a chance to 
review the data.   
 

G.   COMMITTEE & LIAISON REPORTS 
EASTCONN  
Mrs. Kramer attended the most recent meeting.  Some of the items discussed included:  
items for the smarter balance assessments, common core, a review of the financial report, 
head start, early start enrollment eligibilities, policy by-law updates, and teacher evaluation 
plan updates.    
 
Finance & Facilities Committee -none 
 
Policy Committee - none 
  
Negotiation Committee  
Dr. Block noted that this year, all of the contracts are being negotiated:  teachers, 
paraprofessionals, custodians, administrators, nurses, and clerical.  Two are finished and the 
nurses’ contract is the only one that has not yet been started.  That will begin at the end of 
September.  They have been working with Mr. Scavone on the teacher’s contract.  He is the 
Town Council representative.    
 
Town Council Liaison  
Mr. Clark noted that the Town Council took action to adopt the reserve fund ordinance 
which had been sent to the Board for its comment.  The Board discussed the ordinance at its 
August meeting and, based on feedback from the Board’s attorney, wanted “nonrecurring” 
removed so it would have control over the money put into the fund.  The Board knew the 
purpose was not for recurring expenses but could be used if needed.  The Town Council 
adopted the original version disregarding what the Board wanted.   
 
Mr. Powell noted that it was disappointing but in the end, the ordinance still has a lot of 
flexibility although it is not what the Board wanted.  Mr. Pagoni asked Mr. Powell to 
elaborate on why the Board’s recommendation was turned down.   
 
Mr. Powell explained that the feeling of the Town Council was that the funding is set aside 
to provide a funding source for things that one may not be able to normally afford or to take 
on something extra such as technology and excludes items that would be recurring.  If the 
Board decides mid-year that it wants something with a recurring component, this would 
keep it from doing so.  The counter argument was that the Board could move other funding 
sources that are recurring in the operational budget.   
 
Mr. Powell explained that the ordinance on the books is that a fund will be set up, without 
an expiration date or a trigger that the Town Council has to approve.  The Board has to 
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report on the expenditure which has to be of a non-recurring nature.   
The ordinance is to be reviewed in five years.  It is an option and a movement in the right 
direction for the Board to have funding in place. 
 
Mr. Tantillo did not believe the Board should be “downers” on something that it has not 
tried to use, implement, or execute.  Ms. Vincent noted that she simply wanted to know 
why there was push back.  Dr. Block added that a lot of time was spent by the policy 
committee on this item.   Mr. Sce believes the ordinance provides a lot of flexibility and 
should not be put down.  It allows the Board to not have to give the money back to the 
Town.  The intent of the fund was never to add a teacher etc.  Mr. Clark noted that it is up to 
the Board if it is funded and cannot be used or funded before the audit.    
 
Mr. Guzman explained that if there is an unexpected need for a teacher to provide special 
education services for a child who moves into the town, this is something that remains in 
the language so “unanticipated” is a big part of this.  The intent of the Town Council was 
that the expense not be recurring, but there is an example written into the ordinance for 
this particular circumstance.    
 
H. S. Turf Field Committee Liaison - none 
 
Technology - none 
   

H. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT  
Mr. Powell welcomed everyone back to another year.  The Board has done amazing, ground-
breaking, long-range work for the students, facilities, staff, and community.  It expects to keep 
running forward.  It was a great summer and a terrific event will be held on September 20th to 
celebrate the new field.  He would also like to see a ribbon cutting for the high school media 
center that has not been used in the past 5 years.  The Board has done a lot of hard work and he 
is pleased to be part of the organization.    
 

I. BOARD ACTION  
I.1. Honeywell ESCO Project 

Mr. Pagoni motioned whereas the Town Council at the August 27, 2013 meeting 
approved the resolution authorizing the Town Manager to enter into an energy savings 
performance contract and an equipment lease purchase agreement in connection with 
the performance contract project; whereas all seven Town Council members were 
present at the meeting and all voted in favor of said resolution; and furthermore, the 
Town Council approved the twenty year financial analysis in an amount not to exceed 
$2,500,000 with an annual contribution required of debt service of $43,808; now 
therefore be it resolved that the Board of Education fully endorses and supports the 
resolution adopted by the Town Council.  Dr. Block seconded the motion.  All were in 
favor.  None opposed.  None abstained.  Motion carried.   

 
I.2. Primary Mental Health Grant Application 
 Mr. Clark motioned to accept the primary mental health grant application.  Ms. Vincent 
 seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  None opposed.  None abstained.  Motion 
 carried.   
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I.3. Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) Energy Solar PV Program  

Dr. Block motioned to accept the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities Energy Solar 
PV Program advisory action.  Be it further resolved, and following review of the CCM 
Energy Solar PV Program Participation Agreement, the Tolland Town Council and Board 
of Education authorize the Tolland Town Manager and the Superintendent of Schools to 
execute the Participation Agreement on behalf of the Town of Tolland and the Board of 
Education.  Mr. Tantillo seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  None opposed.  None 
abstained.  Motion carried.   

 
J. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

Miranda Wojnar, 49 Cortland Drive, spoke of the CMT and CAPT scores.  She was grateful that 
Dr. Eidson took the time to explain vertical scores and that they track cohorts of students.  One 
tricky, multi-answer question (such as a reading passage) can throw off the scores for an entire 
grade level.  When looking at students through vertical scoring, you can see growth from grade 
to grade.   When she looked at the math and science scores, both appear to be strong in Tolland 
but reading and writing are not.  She inquired as to what program is being used for literacy in 
the intermediate grade levels.  She also would like to know if anything is being used from the 
Making Meaning program or the from the Columbia Teachers’ Writing School.  As she compares 
the DRGs, Ellington stands out and she would like to know if Tolland has researched what 
Ellington, which is excelling in their literacy areas, is using.  Other towns are teaming up with 
them for professional development.  She recommends that Tolland contact other towns to learn 
what they are doing in their schools.    
 
Patrick Doyle, 8 Lakeview Drive Ext, commended the Board for putting together the application 
for community conversations to make sure they continue the process of reaching out to 
residents about the process.  He has worked with the fund before and stressed the importance 
of selecting folks in town who are trusted by the greater and larger community to facilitate the 
conversations.   You want to get more participation and involvement from folks who people 
trust so they will come out and share their thoughts and opinions.  This is the next critical step.    
 

K.      POINTS OF INFORMATION  
 Mr. Sce noted that in respect to the DRG report, he would like to see how Tolland compares to 

other towns/DRGs as a whole.  
 
 Mr. Powell asked Dr. Eidson what programs are being used from a literacy standpoint at TIS.  Dr. 

Eidson explained that they are in the process of re-doing the curriculum at this time.  In the past, 
they have used Houghton Mifflin which as an extended piece that matches much of the common 
core which the curriculum team is working on.  They are also taking portions of the Readers and 
Writers Workshop and are integrating those into the program.  Ms. Vincent noted that it would 
be great to reach out to Ellington.  Dr. Eidson noted that up until a year ago, Ellington was using 
Houghton Mifflin and added that one cannot change a child in a year.  She added that they are 
open to collaboration and the reading people going to the Language Arts Council meetings and 
share information all the time.    

 
 Mr. Pagoni noted that he has used the term “best practices” many times.  He recommends 

finding out who is doing the best reading in the state and find out what they are doing.  He has 
brought this up in the past.  Mr. Powell noted that everyone is now reinventing the wheel with 
the common core curriculum; this is now the wild card.  Dr. Eidson added that there is a 
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tremendous amount of sharing of information online.  The wealth of information is phenomenal.   
Mr. Tantillo noted that this is more complex than it appears.  It needs to be tailored to the 
district.    

 
 Mr. Guzman commented to Mr. Doyle that he appreciated his comments and they reflect what 

he has heard about the process.  It is critical that the committee be broad-based and he 
welcomes input on who should be on the committee.      

 
L. CORRESPONDENCE 

 Town Council Minutes from June 25, 2013 
 Town Council Minutes from July 9, 2013  
 Town Council Minutes from July 23, 2013 
 Town Council Minutes from August 13, 2013 
 School Calendars for September 

 
M. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

1. Comparison with the DRGs 
2. Community Conversation Updates 

 
N. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Discussion and possible vote on Custodial contract 

Mr. Clark motioned to go into executive session at 9:28 P.M. for the purpose of discussion and a 
possible vote on the custodial contract.  He invited the Superintendent.  Ms. Vincent seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor.  None opposed.  None abstained.  Motion carried.   
 
The Board returned to public session at 9:52 a.m. 
 
MOTION  
Mr. Pagoni motioned and Ms. Riley Vincent seconded to ratify the custodial contract as provided 
by the Negotiations Committee. 
 
All were in favor.  None abstained.  None opposed.  Motion carried. 
 

O. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Tantillo motioned and Ms. Vincent seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:54 p.m.  All were 
in favor.  None opposed.  None abstained.  Motion carried. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Lisa Pascuzzi 
Clerk 



F. 1. 
 

TO:  Members of Board of Education 
 
FROM: William D. Guzman 
  Kathryn L. Eidson  
     
DATE: September 11, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Tolland Paraprofessional of the Year – Linda Gallic 
 

It is with great pleasure that I announce that Linda Gallic has been chosen as the 
2013 Tolland Paraprofessional of the Year.  Linda has worked in the Tolland Schools 
since September, 1995 and has served as a paraprofessional for more than 18 years.  
She is assigned to Birch Grove Primary School.  She is a graduate of Tolland High 
School. 

 
Linda’s first priority has always been her job and her students.  She always 

maintains a positive attitude around the students and is genuinely happy to be working 
with them and improving their learning.  She has been through many transitions during 
her tenure, performing several different assignments, always willing to go wherever she 
is asked.  Linda has worked as a special education paraprofessional and most recently 
is working as a BGP reading paraprofessional. 

 
Linda has always worked well with colleagues across all disciplines.  She has 

been described by one of her peers as “one of those flexible, dedicated people who is 
more than willing to do whatever is asked of her”.  Colleagues describe Linda as a 
“dedicated, conscientious and compassionate member of the reading team”.  Linda will 
always put the needs of the students first and foremost in her daily practice.  Linda is 
“very professional, always positive, smiling, extremely talented, and is always searching 
for better ways to provide reading instruction and never takes anything for granted”. 

 
Linda’s kind and caring connection with the students is evident every day when 

she greets and works with the students at the beginning of every lesson.  Linda has 
learned many teaching strategies that have become useful in supporting student 
instruction.  Linda is diligent at observing the students’ progress and sharing strategies 
to support the students learning. 

 
 Linda is “one of a kind and an outstanding paraprofessional”.  Linda sets a high 
standard work ethic and is a role model for others.  Linda is punctual to all assignments 
and manages her time well.  Linda is willing to go above and beyond to help students 
learn both reading skills and how to be a successful member of the classroom 
community.  Linda sets a high standard for all students and expects all the student to do 
their best. 
 
WDG/KE:ca 



F. 2. 
 

TO:  Members of Board of Education 
 
FROM: William D. Guzman 
  Kathryn L. Eidson  
     
DATE: September 11, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Tolland Teacher of the Year – James Wiese 
 
 It is with great pleasure that I announce that Jim Wiese is the 2013 Tolland 
Teacher of the Year.  Jim has taught Social Studies at Tolland High School since 1995. 
 
 One of Jim’s best qualities is his ability to work effectively with divergent 
personalities and abilities in the classroom.  I have observed Jim organize a group of 
students to work efficiently together, whether it is to write, design a project or simply to 
teach an effective lesson.  Jim’s professional demeanor, blended with a passion that is 
contagious, inspires others to take on challenges and tasks without complaint.  This 
special knack to positively motivate and inspire others has earned him the esteem and 
admiration of his students and colleagues alike.  Upon observation, the rapport and 
mutual respect between Jim and his students is immediately evident.  Additionally, Jim’s 
willingness to assist other teachers in their responsibilities in the classroom has been 
invaluable. 
 
 Beyond his duties and responsibilities as Social Studies teacher, Jim’s unselfish 
and giving attitude has enriched the lives of Tolland High School students.  He has 
emceed the school Pep Rally, was a Class Advisor for many years and was voted by 
seniors as the school’s Teacher of the Year. 
 
 One of his co-teachers describes him as “truly exceptional, possessing high 
energy and motivation, a diligent work ethic and the passion for excellence that great 
educators are made of.  His tireless effort and dedication to all he does has been 
evident from the very beginning.  An invaluable component of our high school, Jim’s 
accomplishments in the Social Studies department has been immeasurable.  As an 
educator and human being, Jim is first-rate”.  Congratulations to Mr. Weise on being 
selected as the 2013/2014 Tolland Teacher of the Year. 
 
WDG/KE:ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



F. 3. 
 

TO:  Members of Board of Education 
 
FROM: William D. Guzman 
  Kathryn L. Eidson  
     
DATE: September 11, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: CMT/CAPT Scores – District Reference Group (DRG) Comparison 
 
 At the last Board of Education meeting, there was a request for information about 
the placement of districts in the various DRGs as well as a request for comparison 
CMT/CAPT data between the various DRGs and Tolland.   
 

Attachment A is a listing of the districts which comprise each of the nine (9) 
Reference Groups.  As noted, Tolland is one of thirty districts in Reference Group C.  
 
 There are seven data indictors used to classify similar districts into a DRG: three 
indicators of socioeconomic status (median family income, parental education and 
parental occupation), three indicators of need (percentage of children living in families 
with a single parent, the percentage of public school children eligible to  receive free or 
reduced-price meals and percentage of children whose families speak a language other 
than English at home) and enrollment (the number of students attending schools in that 
district). 
 
 Attachment B and C provide the comparative data for the CMT and CAPT 
assessments, respectively. 
 
WDG/KE:ca 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









F. 4. 
 

TO:  Members of Board of Education 
 
FROM: William D. Guzman 
       
DATE: September 11, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Artificial Turf Field Dedication Ceremony 
 
  All residents are cordially invited to attend the field dedication ceremony on 
Friday, September 20th at Tolland High School.  The Town of Tolland in conjunction with 
the Board of Education and local non-profit youth sports groups is building an all-
weather turf field with lights at Tolland High School.  To celebrate its completion we are 
planning a dedication ceremony at the first home football game on Friday, September 
20th. 
 
 The schedule is as follows: 
 
  5:00 p.m. Pre-game entertainment and food 
  6:00 p.m. Ribbon cutting ceremony led by Lt. Governor Nancy Wyman 
  6:30 p.m. Football game – Rocky Hill v. Tolland 
 
 We sincerely hope that you are able to attend and participate in this celebratory 
event. 
 
 
 
WDG:ca 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
F. 5. 

 
TO:  Members of Board of Education 
 
FROM: William D. Guzman 
       
DATE: September 11, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Connecticut Supreme Court – On Circuit Program 
 
 Since 1986, the Supreme Court has been hearing cases in locations other than 
its Hartford Courtroom.  Over the years, the Court has heard cases in Judicial District 
court houses, colleges, law schools and high schools.  Only one location is selected 
each year.  Through the efforts of Margot Martello, Assistant Principal at Tolland High 
School, the Supreme Court will be hearing two cases at Tolland High School on 
Tuesday, October 29, 2013. 
 
 The purpose of the On Circuit Program, as described on the Supreme Court 
webpage, is to provide “student and members of the public with the opportunity to 
observe oral arguments in appellate cases.  Each year, the court selects a location 
where arguments will be heard. The program’s goal is simple: To educate students and 
residents of the state about the role and responsibilities of the appellate system.  
Volunteer attorneys often prepare synopses of the assigned appeals and meet with 
students before the day’s oral arguments to discuss the issues to be argued before the 
Court.  Local bar associations and teaching staff are invaluable during this process, and 
provide the students with the background they need both to understand the process and 
the cases that will be argued”. 
 
 On October 29, juniors and seniors of Tolland High School and a select group of 
students from East Catholic and Bolton high schools will congregate in the auditorium to 
listen to attorneys present real cases and arguments to the Supreme Court justices.  
After each case is heard, the students will have the opportunity to ask the participating 
attorneys questions about the cases, the justices, and the appellate process.  
 
 
WDG:ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



F. 6. 
 
TO:  Members of the Board of Education 
 
FROM: William D. Guzman 
 
DATE: September 11, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Cooperative Team Request – Ice Hockey 
 
 
 As a result of Tolland High School not having an ice hockey team, it is necessary 
for students wishing to participate in this sport to do so with other high school teams.  
The cooperative ice hockey program established with E.O. Smith and Tolland has 
afforded the two schools an opportunity to compete in Boys’ Ice Hockey in CIAC 
competition.  With the limited availability of ice time at the UCONN Ice Arena, low 
participation rate and lack of area youth programs, the cooperative effort is the most 
viable one for our students to compete in interscholastic competition.  
 
 The following is the anticipated participation for E.O. Smith, the host school (1),  
and Tolland High School, the co-op school (2). 
 

Grade Host School (1) Co-op School (2) Total 
9 1 1 2 
10 3 2 5 
11 2 9 11 
12 8 3 11 

Total 14 15 29 
 
 
 It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the agreement with E.O. 
Smith for Tolland High School students to participate in this program and represent 
Tolland High during the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
  
WDG:ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





F. 7. 
 

 
TO:  Members of the Board of Education 
 
FROM: William D. Guzman 
 
DATE: September 11, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Cooperative Team Request – Boys Swimming 
 
 
 As a result of Tolland High School not having a swim team, it is necessary for 
students wishing to participate in this sport to do so with other high school teams.  The 
cooperative Boys’ Swimming program established with E.O. Smith and Tolland High 
School has afforded the two schools an opportunity to compete in Boys’ Swimming in 
CIAC competition.  At this time the schools are not providing the necessary participation 
numbers to support a competitive program at either school. 
 
 The following is the anticipated participation for E.O. Smith, the host school (1), 
and Tolland High School, the co-op school (2).  
 

Grade Host School (1) Co-op School (2) Total 
9 1 1 2 
10 6 0 6 
11 3 1 4 
12 4 1 5 

Total 14 3 17 
 
 It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the agreement with E.O. 
Smith for Tolland High School students to participate in this program and represent 
Tolland High during the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
  
WDG:ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 






















