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UPDATE FOR September 7, 2015 

 

 

 

JUMP TO SCHOOL UPDATES: 

Please CLICK BELOW to get the DIGITAL BACKPACK information for the listed school: 

Birch Grove 

TIS 

TMS 

THS 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT' NOTES FOR THE WEEK 

 

We are now fully underway, excited to be into the 15-16 school year. I thank you for your patience as we 

work through both the beginning of school bus hiccups, and in particular for your patience with the heat. 

The staff and students did an amazing job. The schools ran fans, rotated students through cooling station 

rooms, and encouraged hydration. Despite all of this, I know Mother Nature provided us some 

challenging frustrations.  

 

In hopes of a long term resolution to the process for handling the heat related challenges that Mother 

Nature may present, at the August 9th, 2015 Board of Education meeting I requested and was granted the 

http://www.bgp.tolland.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=892415&pageId=1682918
http://www.tis.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/Sept.%2010,%202015.pdf
http://www.tms.tolland.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=892040&pageId=7310107
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ability to engage the A/C when dealing with excessively hot days. I will use the Department for Public 

Health information in making that determination. This will likely go a long way to relieving frustrations 

and restoring an optimal learning environment. I thank the BOE for its support, and the community for its 

patience. 

 

On a lighter note, with the colder weather comes the annual tradition of Tolland’s Cider Mill Road 

Race: The Cider Mill Road Race will be held Saturday, October 3rd—all proceeds go to Tolland schools. 

Go to www.cidermillroadrace.org to register for the Kids Fun Run, Cider Mile or Cider Mill 5K.  

Volunteers are also strongly needed and can sign up through the race website. 

 

Please check your calendars, I would love to see you at the first Breakfast with the Superintendent 

October 5th. Please come and enjoy coffee and donuts, and bring your questions, comments, and 

conversation. It is from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM @ 51 Tolland Green (the Central Office building). The 

future Breakfast with the Superintendent meetings will be November 2, December 7, January 4, February 

1, March 7, April 4, May 2, and June 6. Please let me know if you need childcare. I hope to see you there! 

 

I’d like to thank the community for the wonderful turnout of people applying to volunteer in the Tolland 

Public Schools. We are just catching up with all of the applications and background checks, and 

notifications will be sent out this week to all those who applied thus far. Please look for the e-mails. If 

you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me (Superintendent Willett).  

 

If you have yet to apply, we still welcome it! We will gratefully review the application of any community 

member or parent who would like to volunteer in the Tolland Public Schools. If you are interested please 

click on THIS LINK to fill out the form. Please note, anyone who wishes to give of their talents to the 

Tolland Public Schools must complete this application form for approval – even if they have done so 

before in the past. We are in the process of improving our volunteer processing and coordination, and this 

is a critical part of that effort. Thank you for your patience and understanding. We will send out a 

notifications this week of those approved to volunteer up to this point. Please watch for the e-mail 

notification. 
 
Finally, save the date: Thursday, October 15th 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM at Tolland Middle School. 
Raising Resilient Kids in Tolland: We welcome you to be part of this community member led 
community conversation. It will be a great opportunity for us to get together and be part of 
making a great community, even better! Please contact conversationsintolland@gmail.com with 
any questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cidermillroadrace.org/
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=22805215
mailto:conversationsintolland@gmail.com
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OTHER IMPORTANT LINKS AND INFORMATION 

 

  
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

WHAT SHOULD GROWING UP IN TOLLAND BE LIKE? 
Tolland Public Schools invites YOU 

to be part of our community conversation 

Raising Resilient Kids in Tolland 

 

Thursday, Oct. 15th 

6:00 - 9:00pm 

Tolland Middle School 

 

To ask questions or RSVP:  

write Karen Moran or Diane Clokey 

at conversationsintolland@gmail.com 

 

 

 The children’s chess group for grades 3 and up will meet this fall on 

Tuesdays from 4:30 – 5:30 p.m., starting September 15  

with instruction provided by the University of Connecticut Chess club.   Dates for  

the fall schedule are:  September 15, 22, 29th; October 6, 13, 20, 27; November  3, 10, 17; 

December 8 and 15.   Sign up is required,  as space is limited.  This  

program is being made possible by a grant from the Tolland Public Library Foundation. 

Sign up on the library events calendar or call 860-871-3620. 

Tolland Public Library, 21 Tolland Green 

 

 Center preschool has a few openings in their programs for 2-5 year olds. FRC playgroups will 

begin the week of September 21. Details can be found on the 

website: www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/ TollandFRC  

 

Tolland CT 06084  

www.tolland.org/library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:conversationsintolland@gmail.com
http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/
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Link: Tolland 300th Club Schedule for September 19, 2015 

Link: Hope for our Children: Signs, Symptoms, and Strategies to Support Mental  

Health 

Link:  4th Annual Farmstead Fair 

Link: Breakfast with the Superintendent 

Link: Cider Mill Road Race Application 

Link: Cider Mill Road Race-Volunteers Needed 

Link: Tolland 300th Club Bus Schedule 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/sept19schedule%20(2).pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/sept19schedule%20(2).pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Hope%20for%20our%20Children.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Hope%20for%20our%20Children.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/CLCC%20(1).pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/2015_2016_breakfast%20with%20superintendent%20f.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/CiderMill_5k_2015-Final.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/2015%20CMRR%20Volunteer%20Flyer.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Bus%20Schedule%20Final%20(1).pdf
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Tolland High School Weekly Bulletin 

9-14-15 

AT&T  
Tolland High School is excited to have been awarded a $7,500 grant through AT&T to support our 
school’s DECA chapter.  The grant was given with the goal in mind of providing students with academic 
enrichment activities which build their leadership, problem solving, and business skills.  Monies will likely 
be used to support a trip to the Adventure Park in Storrs.  Some students will likely attend the Ultimate 
DECA Power Trip leadership conference in Austin, Texas in November 2015 and/or the International 
Career and Development Conference (ICDC) in Nashville, Tennessee in April 2016. 
 

OPEN HOUSE 

Our first Parent Open House for the 2015-2016 school year is scheduled for Thursday, 
September 17, 2015 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  On that evening, we run an abbreviated 
schedule of your child’s classes from 7:00 p.m. to 7:55 p.m.  At Parent Open House, you will 
have an opportunity to meet each of your child’s teachers, gain an understanding of the 
curricula, and hear the teachers’ expectations.  Since the event is usually well attended, we 
encourage parents/guardians to arrive early.  Student volunteers from both our Student Council 
and National Honor Society will be available at 6:15 p.m. in the cafeteria to distribute students’ 
schedules.  In the auditorium at 6:30 p.m., there will be a brief presentation related to topics 
such as 21st century learning expectation, graduation requirements, state-mandated testing, 
etc.  Representatives from the Tolland High School Booster Club and Project Graduation will be 
present for both sign-ups and questions. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

September 14 – Student & Staff I.D.s 7:15 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
September 17 – Open House – 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
September 18 – Welcome Back Dance 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
September 19 – Project Graduation Bottle Drive – Birch Grove 

September 21 – Booster Club Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
September 22 – 9th Grade Parent Program 7:30 a.m. THS 

October 2 – Progress Reports 

October 5 – Community Advisory Council 7:30 a.m. THS 

 
STUDENT AND STAFF I.D.s 

Underclassmen yearbook photos, along with student IDs, will be taken on Monday, September 
14.  Order forms were mailed home.  If you need another form, they are available in the main 
office and can be found on our website.  Seniors who were NOT photographed over the summer 
have only a few more opportunities to have their senior portrait taken for the yearbook.  The 
photographer will be in the auditorium from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. October 21 through October 23.  No 
purchase is necessary, however, there is a sitting fee.  Seniors should have received a notice 
with the date and time of the portrait session.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
send an email to Sue Fontaine at sfontaine@tolland.k12.ct.us. 
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COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Tolland High School is fortunate to have a dedicated and enthusiastic group of parents and local 
community members who support our school and many of the programs within it.  In light of that, 
we are committed to increasing parent and community engagement in our school.  A few years 
ago, a Community Advisory Council was established as a means to encourage parents and 
community members to become active partners in educating our children.  Through this council, 
both groups of stakeholders are able to maintain an organized voice at Tolland High School, 
become involved in the decision making processes and procedures, where appropriate, voice 
their concerns, communicate their needs, and ask questions.  To date, it has provided a forum 
for parents to discuss school-related issues such as leveling, grade weighting, teen drug and 
alcohol use, and safety concerns, among others.  Community Advisory Council will hold its first 
meeting Monday, October 5 at 7:30 a.m. in the THS main office conference room.  Please email 
Ms. Dominique Fox at dfox@tolland.k12.ct.us if you plan on attending the meeting.  
 

BOOSTER CLUB 
The first meeting of the year will be held on Monday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the THS main office 
conference room.  Please join us and learn more about the exciting events planned for the year.  If you 
have any questions, ideas, or comments, please contact Co-Presidents Diane Clokey at 
dbclokey@sbcglobal.net or Heidi Gallicchio at heidiho1970@sbcglobal.net. 
·       Membership – fill out the form that was mailed home and return it to the THS main office.  You can 
find the form on our Booster Club page on the THS school website as well. 
·       Yankee Candle Fundraiser – orders will be accepted through September 29. Any questions, please 
contact Loreen Hall @ lorchall@att.net. 
·        Tolland Gear – visit www.Shop.MyLocker.net and enter Locker # ad327.  Contact Kelly Nick at 860-
875-9637 if you have any questions. 
·       Barnes & Noble Fundraiser – See the THS Jazz Band perform at Barnes & Noble on November 20 
and pick up some great books or toys for the holiday season. Vouchers will be available soon.  You will 
need a voucher or mention the THS Booster Club at check out so THS receives a percentage of the sale. 
 For any questions, contact Lisa Gottier at lisagottier7@gmail.com or Kathy Aldrich at 
Kathy.aldrich@sbcglobal.net. 
·       Facebook – Join our group on Facebook. Search for “Tolland High Parents” and let us know you 
want to join the conversation. Here you can find the most up-to-date information on how you can be 
involved in the THS parent community. 
 
TOLLAND PROJECT GRADUATION 
Volunteers are needed for our next Tolland Project Graduation bottle drive on September 19 at Birch 
Grove.  Pizza and drinks will be provided. Volunteers are needed between the hours of 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m.  Please email Lisa Bowden at lisabobbowden@comcast.net if you are interested in helping out. 
 
TOPS SOCCER 
Buddies are needed for the TOPS soccer program that meets every Tuesday night and Saturday 
morning. Soccer experience is not required; just a big heart, and strong desire to help other children 
achieve their dreams.  We would be honored to have you join us as a volunteer buddy this fall. Please 
contact Lisa Bowden with any questions or to volunteer.  860-729-8466 or lisabobbowden@comcast.net 
 

http://www.shop.mylocker.net/

