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 Here for you 860-335-2455 

 
 
 

UPDATE FOR 10/17/2016 
 

JUMP TO SCHOOL UPDATES: 
Please CLICK BELOW to get the DIGITAL BACKPACK information for the listed school: 

BG 
TIS 

TMS 
THS 

___________________RA____RAFE ROBOTICS ANNOUNCEMENTS____________ 

 

This weekend I was able to get a true appreciation for what many of our Art teachers go through as I was 
trying to force flour into balloons. This was to help create the starting point for the creation of “stress 
balls” for a community event. I was thinking they may be useful for the presidential election as well! 
Speaking of community events, a number of great events are coming up in the next few weeks. One 
coming up this Wednesday is a visit from the Walking Man Jesse Turner (see below). This workshop on 
Standardized Testing will likely be informative, and full of opportunities for new perspectives.  

In my work with the equity in schools, I came upon this video. It is long, but has some great information 
and perspectives. It is worth a look, even in twenty or thirty minute segments as you have time: What Are 
White People To Do - Tulsa OK workshop - A perspective from out of state on race relations. Please also 
mark your calendars for the November 16th, 2016 Community Budget Workshop – 7 PM in the High 
School Library. It is a great opportunity to talk budget, and work collectively to help me be responsive to 
the communities needs and desires for education in Tolland.  

Last, but not at all least, is the November 8th vote (yes, election day) on the Capital Bond Project. Please 
take a look at this important information! Questions? Please contact me!  

http://www.bgp.tolland.k12.ct.us/for_parents/digital_backpacks/
http://www.tis.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/October%2017,%202016.pdf
http://www.tms.tolland.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=892040&pageId=7310107
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/THSWeeklyBulletin-10-17-16.pdf
https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLT8wFooVCyvt61bvQqI7ENbjOitMuXyO-
https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLT8wFooVCyvt61bvQqI7ENbjOitMuXyO-
https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLT8wFooVCyvt61bvQqI7ENbjOitMuXyO-
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Bond%20referendum/Bond%20Issue%20Flyer%20for%20November%208,%202016%20Election%20(1).pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Bond%20referendum/Bond%20Issue%20Flyer%20for%20November%208,%202016%20Election%20(1).pdf
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October 19, 2016 – 7:00 pm- 

Standardized Assessment and the Tolland Public Schools 

Tolland High School Library 

Come and meet the “Walking Man” Jesse Turner. Professor Turner walked to Washington D.C. to protest 
inequities in education as well as over-testing students. I will start the evening introducing Dr. Turner, and 
moving into a workshop format to ask the key questions: what kinds of assessments put children first, and 
why do we do standardized testing? We will have a discussion about assessment overall, and end the 
evening around 8:30 PM. Come for some, or all, you are welcome!  

____________________ 
VOLUNTEERING 

I am providing this communication to give you an update on volunteering in the Tolland Public Schools. 
The BOE will now do background checks every three years, for parents who volunteered last year and 
have been approved, you will not need to fill out the volunteer form again until the 2018-2019 school 
year. For anyone else that will be volunteering for the first time in the upcoming school year, please 
complete the online form which can be found on our website at www.tolland.k12.ct.us under Quick 
Links. After you have submitted your application, please call 860-870-6850 extension 50901 to provide your 
social security number. You can check with the school secretaries to verify your status. 

Thank you for all you do for the Tolland Public Schools. Please contact the Central Office with any questions. 

 
 

 Mark them in your calendar! 
 

Breakfast with the Superintendent 2016-2017: 
 November 9, December 12, February 6, March 6, April 3, May 1, and June 5. 

Breakfast is at 9:00 am at the Board of Education Office.  
 
Please note that November 7 was moved to November 9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/
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BUDGET WORKSHOPS-THS Library – 7:00 PM COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS 

November 16, 2016 October 19, 2016 – 7:00 pm-Standardized 
Assessment and the Tolland Public Schools 

Tolland High School  Library 

Come and meet the “Walking Man” Jesse Turner. 
Professor Turner walked to Washington D.C. to 
protest inequities in education as well as over-
testing students. I will start the evening introducing 
Dr. Turner, and moving into a workshop format to 
ask the key questions: what kinds of assessments 
put children first, and why do we do standardized 
testing? We will have a discussion about 
assessment overall, and end the evening around 
8:30 PM. Come for some, or all, you are welcome!  

 

January 9, 2017 December 7, 2016 – Internet Safety Presentation-
Tolland High School Auditorium – 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Come see Mr. Scott Driscoll, of Internet Safety 
Concepts, come to talk about the apps and 
programs children are using. He will cover 
cyberbullying, sexting, social networking, and the 
current on-line trends and potential dangers. Mr. 
Driscoll is a published author and former officer 
who works in communities to help parents 
understand how teens, and the entire family, can 
use technology safely. 

Click here for flyer 

January 18, 2017 February 8, 2017 – 7:00 pm-Workshop on 
Mastery Based Learning and the Tolland Public 

Schools 

February 15, 2017 April 5, 2017 – 7:00 pm- Early Identification and 
Treatment of Childhood Anxiety Disorders 

Dr. Elizabeth Davis is a licensed clinical 
psychologist at the Anxiety Disorders Center at the 
Institute of Living. Dr. Davis specializes in 
working with children and adolescents with anxiety 
disorders. She has particular expertise in 
incorporating elements of mindfulness and 
acceptance-based treatments into Cognitive-

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Tolland%202016%20Flyer.pdf
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Behavioral Therapy. Dr. Davis has presented at 
numerous professional conferences, schools, and 
academic medical settings on the topic of childhood 
anxiety disorders. 
Talk title: “Early Identification and Treatment of 
Childhood Anxiety Disorders”.  
 
Learning objectives: 
 

• Identifying early warning signs of childhood 
anxiety disorders 

• Understanding evidence-based, gold-standard 
treatments that are available  

• Discussing strategies families can use at home 
to effectively address anxiety symptoms 

• Collaborating with school system to address 
symptoms across environments 

** Please note if it snows on January 9 or 
January 18, the make-up day will be January 23. 

June 7, 2017 –7:00 pm-Topic and Location TBD 

 
APRIL 5, 2017-WORKSHOP ON CHILDHOOD ANXIETY DISORDERS 

 
Dr. Elizabeth Davis is a licensed clinical psychologist at the Anxiety Disorders Center at the Institute of 
Living. Dr. Davis specializes in working with children and adolescents with anxiety disorders. She has 
particular expertise in incorporating elements of mindfulness and acceptance-based treatments into 
Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy. Dr. Davis has presented at numerous professional conferences, schools, 
and academic medical settings on the topic of childhood anxiety disorders. 
 
Talk title: “Early Identification and Treatment of Childhood Anxiety Disorders”.  
 
Learning objectives: 
 

• Identifying early warning signs of childhood anxiety disorders 
• Understanding evidence-based, gold-standard treatments that are available  
• Discussing strategies families can use at home to effectively address anxiety symptoms 
• Collaborating with school system to address symptoms across environments 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TOLLAND HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

Mark your calendar: 

February 9, 2017 – 6:30 pm 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AT: 

 
www.facebook.com/tollandpublicschools 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FOLLOW SUPERINTENDENT WILLETT ON TWITTER @: 
 

 
Search for: 

 
TPS_Sup_Willett 

Or 
Superint. Willett 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

LINKS AND OTHER ARTICLES OF POTENTIAL INTEREST 
 
 
 

December 7, 2016 – Workshop on Internet Safety 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/tollandpublicschools
https://twitter.com/TPS_Sup_Willett
https://twitter.com/TPS_Sup_Willett
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Tolland%202016%20Flyer.pdf

