
To Kill a
Mockingbird-Core Text

Essential Question: Why is it 
difficult to be courageous and 

just?

Prejudice

Use sentence patterns typical of 
spoken and written language to 
produce texts.

Recognize the 
difference between 
standard and 
nonstandard English

1. Evaluate the 
effectiveness of the 
author’s development of 
story to express political 
and/or social issues.

Demonstrate proficient 
use of mechanics, usage 
and spelling skills.

Appearance vs. 
Reality

Communicating 
with Others

Applying 
English 

Language 
Conventions

Exploring and 
Responding to 

Literature: 
How does this 

literature 
enrich my life?

Read and 
Respond

Use features of 
narrative, 
descriptive, and 
poetic textUse features of expository 

writing to write a character 
comparison

2. Analyze or evaluate 
role of “narrator” and its 
contribution to meaning 
and appeal of the text.

4. Develop and defend multiple 
responses to literature using 
personal connections and 
relevant text references.

3. Analyze and evaluate the 
author’s use of literary foils and 
“Pairs in the Mirror.” 8. Analyze how 

characters deal with 
conflict. (man vs. 
society.)

6. Interpret, analyze, and 
evaluate the influence of culture, 
history, and ethnicity on theme.

7. Analyze and evaluate the 
basic beliefs underlying the text.

5. Develop and support a critical 
stance.

Identify and discuss underlying 
theme.

Identify and discuss importance 
of story setting.
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